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By Jack Fitzpatrick
Washington Brief

« The Trump administration has told Environmental Protection Agency
employees to delete the agency’s webpage on climate change, which
contains links to scientific research and data on emissions. (Reuters)

« Opponents of the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipelines are
preparing to fight at the local and regional level. (Bloomberg News)

«  Multiple agencies including the Environmental Protection Agency have
told employees to cut off communication with members of Congress and
the press. (The Huffington Post)

Business Brief

« Saudi Arabia’s national petroleum company, Saudi Aramco, called off
plans for a joint refining and petrochemicals project with Malaysia’s state-
owned Petronas worth up to $20.1 billion in Malaysia’s southern state of
Johor. (The Wall Street Journal)

= The chairman of Libya’s state-run oil company said the country plans to
open its oil sector to foreign investments, aiming to increase production by

almost 70 percent. (Financial Times)

- Rio Tinto agreed to sell its coal mines in New South Wales, Australia, to
Chinese state-owned Yancoal, for US$2.5 billion. (Sydney Morning
Herald)
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Standing still
Reuters

Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Wednesday

Smart Cities International Symposium and Exhibition in Chicago 8:15a.m.
USAEE annual dinner with guest Amy Myers Jaffe 6 p.m.
Thursday

AE|l discussion on carbon taxes 9am.

Atlantic Council discussion on natural cas diplomac Yam.
Friday
CSIS presents |[EA’'s Global Gas Security Review 10 a.m.
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General

Trump administration tells EPA to cut climate page from website:
sources
Valerie Volcovici, Reuters

U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration has instructed the Environmental
Protection Agency to remove the climate change page from its website, two
agency employees fold Reuters, the latest move by the newly minted
leadership to erase ex-President Barack Obama’s climate change initiatives.
The employees were notified by EPA officials on Tuesday that the
administration had instructed EPA’s communications team to remove the
website’s climate change page, which contains links to scientific global
warming research, as well as detailed data on emissions.

Federal Workers Told To Halt External Communication In First Weelk
Under Trump
Sam Stein and Kate Sheppard, The Huffington Post

Multiple federal agencies have told their employees to cease communications
with members of Congress and the press, sources have told The Huffington
Post. The freeze has startled aides on the Hill and people at those agencies,
who worry that it could abruptly upend current operations and stifle work and
discussions that routinely take place between branches of government.

Republican senator presses MocMahon on EPA water rule
Lydia Wheeler, The Hill

Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) pressed Linda McMahon, President Trump’s
nominee to head the Small Business Administration, on whether she’ll push the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to repeal the Waters of the United
States rule. In 2014, Rounds said the SBA Office of Advocacy stepped in on
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behalf of many small businesses
withdrawn.

Flint, Michioan, Water Has Fall

David Eggert, The Associated
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Oil and Natural Gas
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administration intervened in Sep

Saudi Aramco Axes Plans for
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Saudi Arabian Oil Co., or Saudi
Malaysia’s national oil company
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David Sheppard, Financial Tim
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Court revives investor suit vs.

Tom Hals, Reuters
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BBC News
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and a 3% share of the Shetland

200000 litres of oil from pipell

CBC News

About 200,000 litres of oil spilled
pipeline breach in the province s
happened on First Nations land
southeast of Regina.

Street Journal

iven up plans to partner
0.1 billion refining and
Johor, according to three people

i output surge

as called on the central bank to
Ip boost production as he tries
nies for the struggling north

he NOC, said that oil production
alf of this year to more than

y and defend the independence

billion pipeline deal

gainst Energy Transfer Partners

gy Partners in a case focused
rtnerships. The Delaware
erators Energy Transfer

er Equity, must face allegations
ed when they approved the

Voe stakes to EnQuest

oil field and Sullom Voe terminal
25% of BP’s Magnus stake,

Stouahion, Basl.

n, Sask., last week, the biggest
Oil spill last summer. It
, about 140 kilometres

2018-003543-1050



How Russia sold its oll |

gowho bouoht it

Katya Golubkova et al.,
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any further action is warranted b
being sworn in as the 45th presid
EPA’s acting administrator, Cath

Coal

Yancoal snaps up Rio Tinto's

Brian Robins, Sydney Morning
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Climate
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Joe Ryan, Bloomberg News
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& National Park Deleted Tweet
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Opinions, Editorials

Interior Nominee Yotes in Fav

Lands to Stales

Dean B. Suagee, Morning Con

On Jan. 3, Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-
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Putting the Potential Rate Impa uted Solar into Context
Galen Barbose, Lawrence Berk Laboratory

Concerns about the potential imp tered PV on retail electricity
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with a great deal of contention an substantial time and
administrative resources, potentia nse of other issues that may

ultimately have greater impact on
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